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Crop Production 
 
Iowa: Corn: As of October 1, Iowa 2011 corn for grain 
yield is forecast at 169 bushels per acre, up 2 bushels from 
the September 1 forecast and 4 bushels above 2010.  
Planted and harvested acres were decreased by 100,000 
each, to 14.1 million and 13.65 million, respectively.  
Production is forecast at 2.31 billion bushels for the State, 
up 7 percent from last year. Forecasted ears per acre, at 
30,050, are the highest on record when compared to final 
counts. As of October 2, Iowa producers had harvested 
12 percent of the corn, just ahead of the 5-year average of 
10 percent.  
 
The October 1 soybean yield forecast of 50.5 bushels per 
acre is down half a bushel from the September 1 forecast, 
and 2010. Planted and harvested acres were raised by 
150,000 each, to 9.35 million and 9.26 million, 
respectively.  If realized, soybean production would be 
468 million bushels, down almost 6 percent from last year, 
but up slightly from the September 1 forecast.  Forecasted 
pods with beans, at 1,941 per 18 square feet, are the 
second highest on record when compared to final counts. 
As of October 2, soybean harvest was 21 percent 
complete, 13 percentage points behind last year, and 
9 percentage points behind the 5-year average. 
 
United States: Corn production is forecast at 12.4 billion 
bushels, down 1 percent from the September forecast and 
down slightly from the 2010 production estimate. If 
realized, this will be the fourth largest production total on 
record for the United States. Based on conditions as of 
October 1, yields are expected to average 148.1 bushels 
per acre, unchanged from the September forecast but down 
4.7 bushels from 2010. If realized, this will be the lowest 
average yield since 2005. Area harvested for grain is 
forecast at 83.9 million acres, down 1 percent from the 
September forecast. Acreage updates were made in several 
States based on administrative data.  
 
Soybean production is forecast at 3.06 billion bushels, 
down 1 percent from September and down 8 percent from 
last year. Based on October 1 conditions, yields are 
expected to average 41.5 bushels per acre, down 0.3 bushel 
from last month and down 2 bushels from last year. If 
realized, the average yield will be the second lowest since 
2003. Area for harvest is forecast at 73.7 million acres, 





October 2011 Production Summary - Iowa and United States 
Crop 
For Harvest Yield per acre Production 






(Bushels) (Bushels) (Thousand Bushels) (Thousand Bushels) 
IOWA 
Corn for Grain  .................................  
Soybeans  .......................................  
Alfalfa Hay1  .....................................  
All Other Hay1  .................................  
 
UNITED STATES 
Corn for Grain  .................................  
Soybeans  .......................................  
Alfalfa Hay1  .....................................  













































































Reminder: All crop forecasts in this report are based on conditions on October 1 and do not reflect weather effects since 
that time.  The next district corn and soybean production forecasts, based on conditions as of November 1, will be released 
on November 10. 
 
 







 (Million Bushels) (Million Bushels) (Million Bushels) 
Beginning Stocks  ...................................................... 
Production ................................................................. 
Imports  ...................................................................... 
Supply, total  ............................................................ 
Feed & Residual  ....................................................... 
Food, Seed & Industrial  ............................................. 
Domestic, total  ........................................................ 
Exports  ..................................................................... 
Use, total  ................................................................. 
Ending Stocks, total  ................................................ 
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 (Million Bushels) (Million Bushels) (Million Bushels) 
Beginning Stocks  ...................................................... 
Production ................................................................. 
Imports  ...................................................................... 
Supply, total  ............................................................ 
Crushings  ................................................................. 
Exports  ..................................................................... 
Seed  ......................................................................... 
Residual  .................................................................... 
Use, total  ................................................................. 
Ending stocks  ......................................................... 












































Harvested Yield/acre Production 








































































































Harvested Yield/acre Production 







































































































 Harvested for grain  
2
  Yield rounded 
 Annual Small Grain Summary 
 
Iowa: Oats – Iowa’s 2011 planted oat acreage, at 120,000 acres, is one-third lower than the 180,000 acres planted last 
year. Oat acreage harvested for grain, at 50,000 acres, is nearly 29 percent lower than last year. Iowa’s 2011 oat yield, at 
65.0 bushels per acre, is 3 bushels per acre above 2010.  Iowa’s oat grain production, at 3,250,000 bushels, is 25 percent 
lower than last year. 
 
Winter Wheat – Iowa’s 2011 winter wheat acreage harvested for grain, at 16,000 acres, is 6,000 acres higher than last 
year.  The yield is 45 bushels per acre, 1 bushel per acre below last year.  The state’s production, at 720,000 bushels, is 57 
percent higher than the previous year. 
 
 
September 2011 Production Summary - Iowa and United States 
Crop 
For Harvest Yield per acre Production 
2010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011 










Oats for Grain 
Wheat, All 
      Winter 
      Durum 

































































Grain Stocks  
 
Iowa: The September 1 on and off farm stocks of corn were 35 percent lower than last year.  The June-August 2011 indicated 
disappearance is 514 million bushels, up 8 percent from the same period last year. 
 
Old crop soybean stocks in all positions on September 1, 2011 totaled 47.1 million bushels, up 24 percent from September 1, 2010.  
Indicated disappearance for June-August 2011 totaled 92.1 million bushels. 
 
Stocks of Grain, September 1, Iowa and United States 
Position and Grain 











'11 as % 
of '10 
 (1,000 Bushels) (1,000 Bushels) (Percent) (1,000 Bushels) (1,000 Bushels) (Percent) 
On-Farm Stocks  .......................  
      Corn .....................................  
      Soybeans .............................  
      Oats  .....................................  
      Wheat  ..................................  
 
Off-Farm Stocks 
1  ....................  
      Corn .....................................  
      Soybeans .............................  
      Oats  .....................................  
      Wheat  ..................................  
 
Total Stocks  .............................  
      Corn .....................................  
      Soybeans .............................  
      Oats  .....................................  







































































































 (D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 






Importance of Ag Estimates 
 
 
It would be hard to overestimate the importance of NASS’s work or its contribution to U.S. agriculture. 
Producers, farm organizations, agribusinesses, lawmakers, and government agencies all rely heavily on the 
information produced by NASS. 
 
Statistical information on acreage, production, stocks, prices, and income is essential for the smooth operation 
of Federal farm programs. It is also indispensable for planning and administering related Federal and State 
programs. 
 
Farmers and ranchers rely on NASS reports in making all sorts of production and marketing decisions. The 
reports help them decide on specific production plans, such as how much corn to plant, how many cattle to 
raise, and when to sell. 
 
NASS estimates and forecasts are greatly relied upon by the transportation sector, warehouse and storage 
companies, banks and other lending institutions, commodity traders, and food processors. Those in agribusiness 
who provide farmers with seeds, equipment, chemicals, and other goods and services study the reports when 
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